TWR script #12 Take Hold of Life
Page 1 of 7

CA 12 EMAW 12 TAKE HOLD OF LIFE THAT IS TRULY LIFE
Music Theme In
FOSTER: This is a saying from the richest and wisest man who ever lived. “Trust in
the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Do you recognize that quote? These are the words of King Solomon from Proverbs 3:5-6. In
these verses, King Solomon is saying to trust God with everything. But does that include our
finances?
Welcome to Champions Arise. I’m Foster Braun and I’m with Kent Darcie. On our previous
three programs we’ve explored some of the ways God has called Christian men to handle their
money. Today, we finish our series on handling money in a biblical way with a look at how to live
a life that is truly the abundant life Jesus referred to. This is a program you don’t want to miss,
so please stay with us.
Music Theme out
Music in
FOSTER: Kent, many men have memorized Proverbs 3:5-6. Even I know it.
Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths
A lot of us know this verse, but it seems like many aren’t faithfully applying this to their finances.
KENT: In our previous programs, we talked about the lack of contentment we often have. And
we looked at the major problem Christians have with overspending and acquiring debt. I think if
we were really following Proverbs 3:5-6, we’d see less financial problems in Christian homes.
And, there’s an expression, “those who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones” And I don’t
want our listeners to think that we are throwing stones at them
FOSTER: Absolutely not!
KENT: But here at Champions Arise, we believe we are called by God to challenge and equip
men to deepen their relationship with God—to lean on Him and trust Him more fully in their daily
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lives. And that means addressing important issues like money handling. We want to show
Christian men a better way. And that better way is trusting God and His principles.
FOSTER: In every area, including how we handle our money.
KENT: That’s right. And I want to share a story of a man who did this.

True story. It’s a

longer story, but I think it’s important to look at, because the principles we’ll see are biblical, so
we can apply them in our lives. This story is about a man named Ben.
Ben’s dream was to own a construction company that built houses.

So he went to

college and learned the necessary skills to succeed in the construction trade. But Ben also
worked to have biblical skills as well.

During this time he studied every verse in the Bible he

could find on being a good businessman and managing money in a way that honored God.
Ben graduated from college, but he had a dilemma - no money. So he went to work for a
contractor and during this time Ben saved his money, got married, started a family, and
continued his quiet times with God. He made a disciplined effort to meditate on God’s Word and
apply what he learned.
It was in this period of Ben’s life that he developed two strong convictions about money: first, he
believed the Bible was clear about minimizing debt. And second, Ben believed that because he
was a steward of God’s finances, he should use his financial resources to advance God’s
purposes. One verse that particularly impacted Ben was Proverbs 22:7: “The rich rule over the
poor and the borrower is the slave of the lender.” So Ben faithfully served the Lord until the big
day came… and Foster, I see you nodding at me.
FOSTER: Yes I need to break in and to let anyone who joined us late know that they are
listening to Champions Arise. I’m Foster Braun and the man telling the story is Kent Darcie.
Today we are discussing how to have a life [that] reflects the abundant life Jesus desires for us.
So Kent, you were saying that Ben’s big day had come…
KENT: Yes. He was finally able to start his own company. That was great, but financially, Ben’s
faith was tested many times—particularly that first year.
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He would have those moments when he’d think, “Will God provide if I keep my commitment to
avoid borrowing money? Remember, this is a company with employees and vendors. But Ben
was obedient to what God called him to do and God honored Ben’s obedience.
That first year his company built three houses using only a “no interest” account at the
lumberyard. The next year they built and sold eight homes, all without debt. By the seventh
year, his company had grown and was now building 50 homes a year.
FOSTER: with no debt[?]
KENT: with no debt
FOSTER: That sounds unheard of in the construction industry.
KENT: It is, but that is what God called Ben to do. And it served him well, because a big drop in
the housing market occurred. But since Ben had no debt, he was able to sell the homes he built
for less than his competition, and still make a profit. As a result, he still had work when others
companies were forced out of business.
FOSTER: It’s amazing how God can work when we are obedient to His word.
KENT: Yes it is. But Ben’s story doesn’t end there. During the years Ben was building houses,
he continued his quiet times and studied the Bible on the principles of business and giving and
he continued to apply those principles in his life. Foster, remember last week we talked about
how giving generously was part of a balanced financial life and how giving didn’t always have to
be money?
FOSTER: yes.
KENT: When Ben was older, in his late 50s, he began to take off during the months when
business was slow and he would travel to South America, where he taught hundreds of new
believers in a number of countries how to manage their money biblically. In fact, Ben helped a
number of missionaries live a balanced financial life.
FOSTER: And let me just mention that last week we discussed how to live a balanced financial
life. You can listen to that program called “A Balanced Perspective” at our website
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championsarise.org. Kent this is such an inspiring story. Ben sounds like a man deeply
committed to following God’s wisdom instead of the world’s.
KENT: You know Foster, it’s interesting. Ben was not living for building houses. He was living
for the eternal impact he could have with his life. Jesus said in Matthew 6 verses 19 and 20,
“Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and
where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot
destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.” [NLT]
Ben wanted to live by storing up treasures in heaven and he did.

He eventually

reached the point where he gave half of all his income to support missionaries and their
ministries. Can you imagine the contentment, and the peace, and the… joy you’d have if your
finances were stable in such a way that you could do that?
FOSTER: And last week we learned that it’s not about the amount of money we have, it’s about
our hearts desiring to serve God with the money we have.
KENT: Yes. That reflects a truly abundant life. But, as challenging and encouraging as Ben’s
story is, this is not about Ben. It’s about us. Each one of us men. Most of us haven’t been
entrusted with a construction company. However, God has entrusted many of us with wives and
families. And God’s financial principles apply there too.
FOSTER: So what are some principles we can glean from Ben’s story.
KENT: The first thing we notice is Ben had a commitment to quiet times with God. And our
listeners can go to our website championsarise.org to hear the programs where we discussed
quiet times, but basically, quiet time with God is a daily time where a man spends time with God
by reading the Bible, reflecting on what he’s read, and praying to God about what he learned
from those scriptures. Daily quiet times are essential for developing that…. deep relationship
with God that Ben enjoyed.
FOSTER: That seemed to be a recurring theme in Ben’s story.
KENT: It was. Another principle we saw was his regular study and meditation on God’s word.
Attending church every week is very important, but we only remember about 15% of what we
hear during the service.
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FOSTER: 15%. 1-5.
KENT: That’s right. So it’s very important for us to take additional time to memorize verses and
meditate on verses so that they become a part of us.

That way, when challenging situations

arise, we think of God and His word first.
For example, your washing machine breaks down and you need a new one. You don’t have
enough cash to buy a new one, so what do you do?
FOSTER: A lot of men would go buy one and put it on a credit card.
KENT: True, but if we are having regular quiet times with God, when something unexpected like
this happens, we will remember to pray to God first. 1 Peter 5 verse 7 says, “Give all your
worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.” Foster, does this verse say “all your worries
and cares except washing machines?”
FOSTER: No, but we treat it that way sometimes, don’t we?
KENT: More often than we’d like to admit.
FOSTER: Ok Kent. I want to be real here. This is important, because we have men listening to
us that – I mean - this type of situation happens. So you pray. Then what?
KENT: Then we do something that is very hard for most of us—we wait on the Lord. We wait,
for an answer from Him.
We are in a very NOW oriented society. Instant gratification with no inconvenience. A broken
washing machine is a great example.
Say, we pray for a week. And maybe do some fasting too. And we haven’t talked about fasting,
but ask your Pastor or religious leader about that. But say, after a week of praying, you haven’t
heard anything. What do you do?
Unless having a washer is a medical need, I’d keep praying.
FOSTER: What about the laundry?

TWR script #12 Take Hold of Life
Page 6 of 7

KENT: Go to a laundromat. Go to a friend or relative. Is it an inconvenience? Yes. Is it a hassle?
Yes. May it be embarrassing? Yes. But you’re the spiritual leader of the house. Remember the
target we’re aiming for is a balanced financial life. And that is going to take some tough
decisions.
AND, if you have to go to the laundromat for a couple weeks before the Lord provides an
answer to your prayer, You – man of God – You go to the laundromat with your wife. Or go to
the laundromat for your wife. Show her how much you want to be debt free. Show her how
committed you are to following the Lord and letting Him be the Lord of your life. Show her what
a real Christian man looks like.
Jesus said, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.” [Mark 10:45] And Paul
wrote in Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her.” This may be hard, but it is in our challenges that strongholds are broken.
FOSTER: and we can move toward true life. A life that stores up treasures in heaven.
KENT: Yes and that’s the last principle we can glean from Ben’s story. It’s worth the sacrifice.
It’s worth the discipline of time with God and time in His word and memorizing scripture.
Galatians 6 verse 8 says, “Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall
reap—if we do not lose heart.”
FOSTER: Thanks Kent. You’ve reminded me of Paul’s words in First Timothy 6, “Command
those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which
is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and
willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life”
Music Theme in

Closing

Music Out
(Program close)

[I Ti 6:17-19.)
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FOSTER: Thank you for listening to Champions Arise where men are equipped and
strengthened to meet their God-given potential. Today we discussed how to have a life that is
truly life. This program is based on lesson #4 in the book “Every Man a Warrior,” Volume 3, by
Lonnie Berger. You can find more information on his book and listen to any of the programs in
this series at our website at championsarise.org. I’m Foster Braun with Kent Darcie. Thank you
for listening to Champions Arise. May God mold you into the man He knows you can be.

